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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on February 06, 2002. Claims 1- 
26 are pending examination. Claims 1-26 represent method and system for adapting a 
data link user for a communication protocol. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not correctly spelled. A new title is required that is 
correctly spelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 3 recites the limitation "format" in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "format" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "format" in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "format" in line 8. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. In claim 2, "communication protocol" refers to the second 
request. However, the applicant wrote "in response to said first request , indicating to 
the data link user that said communication protocol is a protocol not registered with the 
interface" which renders claim indefinite. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's Admitted (hereinafter AA) in the Background of the Invention, in view of 
Desai et al (hereinafter Desai) US Patent 5,812,767 in further view of Banerjee et al. 
(hereinafter Banerjee) US Patent Application Publication 2003/0110285. 

As to claim 1 , AA teaches in the Background, a method of adapting a data link 
user for medium type, comprising: 

at a data link provider, receiving from a data link user through an interface 
defined between the data link provider and the data link user, a request to identify a 
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medium access control type supported by the data link provider (AA, page 1 line 26- 
page 2 line 4); 

AA does not explicitly teach receiving at the data link provider a request to 
identify a communication protocol supported by the data link provider and in response to 
said request, enabling the data link user to parse the communication protocol. 
However, Desai teaches a system of a network connected station can communicate 
with many different communication protocols without modification of data link provider 
interface (DLPI) code (Desai, see abstract). Desai does teach receiving at the data link 
provider a request to identify a communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider (Desai, column 1 lines 39-49). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement the teaching of a data link provider 
receiving a request to identify a communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider from a data link user since doing so would resolve protocol conflict between a 
data link user and a data link provider. 

AA in view of Desai teaches transmitting and receiving information between a 
data link user and a data link provider through a data link provider interface. AA in view 
of Desai doesn't explicitly teach enabling the data link user to parse the communication 
protocol. However Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML 
document to represent network protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). 
Banerjee does teach enabling a data link user to parse a communication protocol 
(Banerjee, page 3 [0043], page 5 [0071]). 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA in view of Desai by implement the teaching of parsing 
a communication protocol in AA in view of Desai's response from a data link provider to 
data link user. One would be motivated to do so because it would allow the data link 
provider notify the data link user communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider without modification of data link provider interface code. 

As to claim 2, AA teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: in response 
to said request, indicating to the data link user that said communication protocol is a 
protocol not registered with the interface (AA, page 2 lines 7-10). 

As to claim 3, AA teaches the method of claim 1 , AA doesn't explicitly teach 
"sending the data link user an XML (Extensible Markup language) document describing 
said format". However Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML 
document to represent network protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). 
Banerjee does teach sending a data link user an XML (Extensible Markup language) 
document describing communication protocol format (page 3 [0043], page 4 [0064] - 
page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement an XML document describing 
communication protocol in the response from the data link provider to the data link user 
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because XML (Extensible Markup Language) is a language that is especially allow 
interpretation of data between applications. 

As to claim 4, AA teaches the method of claim 1 , AA doesn't explicitly teach 
"sending the data link user a set of data describing said format". However Banerjee 
teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML document to represent network 
protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach sending a 
data link user a set of data describing communication protocol format (page 3 [0043], 
page 4 [0064] - page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by including sending a set of data describing 
communication protocol format in response from the data link provider to the data link 
user as Benerjee's teaching because it would allow data link provider notify data link 
user communication protocol supported by the data link provider without modification of 
data link provider interface code. 

As to claim 5, AA teaches the method of claim 1 , AA doesn't explicitly teach 
"making available to the data link user a set of processor executable instructions for 
parsing said format". However Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of generating 
an XML document to represent network protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see 
abstract). Banerjee does teach making available to the data link user a set of processor 
executable instruction for parsing said format (page 4 [0064] - page 5 [0071]). 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by including making available to the data link user 
executable instructions for parsing communication protocol format as Banerjee's 
teaching because it would allow the data link provider to notify the data link user 
communication protocol supported by the data link provider without modification of data 
link provider interface code. 

As to claim 6, AA teaches a computer readable storage medium storing 
instructions that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform a 
method of adapting a data link user for a communication protocol, the method 
comprising: at a data link provider, receiving from a data link user through an interface 
defined between the data link provider and the data link user, a request to identify a 
medium access control type supported by the data link provider (AA, page 1 line 26- 
page 2 line 4); 

AA doesn't explicitly teach receiving at the data link provider a request to identify 
a communication protocol supported by the data link provider; and in response to said 
request, enabling the data link user to parse the communication protocol. However, 
Desai teaches a system of a network connected station can communicate with many 
different communication protocols without modification of data link provider interface 
(DLPI) code (Desai, see abstract). Desai does teach receiving at the data link provider 
a request to identify a communication protocol supported by the data link provider 
(Desai, column 1 lines 39-49). 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement the teaching of a data link provider 
receiving a request to identify a communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider from a data link user since doing so would resolve protocol conflict between a 
data link user and a data link provider. 

AA in view of Desai teaches transmitting and receiving information between a 
data link user and a data link provider through a data link provider interface. AA in view 
of Desai doesn't explicitly teach enabling the data link user to parse the communication 
protocol. However Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML 
document to represent network protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). 
Banerjee does teach enabling a data link user to parse a communication protocol 
(Banerjee, page 3 [0043], page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA in view of Desai by implement the teaching of parsing 
a communication protocol in AA in view of Desai's response from a data link provider to 
data link user. One would be motivated to do so because it would allow the data link 
provider to notify the data link user communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider without modification of data link provider interface code. 

As to claim 7, AA teaches a method of adapting to a communication protocol 
supported by a data link provider, comprising: at a data link user, through an interface 
defined between the data link user and a data link provider, requesting the data link 
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provider to identify a medium access control type supported by the data link provider 
(AA, page 1 line 26-page 2 line 4); 

AA does not explicitly teach receiving at the data link provider a request to 
identify a communication protocol supported by the data link provider and receiving a 
description of the format of the communication protocol from the data link provider. 
However, Desai teaches a system of a network connected station can communicate 
with many different communication protocols without modification of data link provider 
interface (DLPI) code (Desai, see abstract). Desai does teach receiving at the data link 
provider a request to identify a communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider (Desai, column 1 lines 39-49). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement the teaching of a data link provider 
receiving a request to identify a communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider from a data link user since doing so would resolve protocol conflict between a 
data link user and a data link provider. 

AA in view of Desai teaches transmitting and receiving information between a 
data link user and a data link provider through a data link provider interface. AA in view 
of Desai doesn't explicitly teach receiving a description of the format of the 
communication protocol from the data link provider. However Banerjee teaches 
apparatus and method of generating an XML document to represent network protocol 
packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach receiving a description 
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of the format of the communication protocol from the data link provider (Banerjee, page 
3 [0043], page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA in view of Desai by implement the teaching of sending 
a description of the format of the communication protocol from the data link provider to 
the data link user and Benerjee's teaching. One would be motivated to do so because it 
would allow the data link provider to notify the data link user communication protocol 
supported by the data link provider without modification of data link provider interface 
code. 

As to claim 8, AA teaches the method of claim 7, further comprising: receiving at 
the data link user, in response to said request to identify a medium access control type, 
an indication that said medium access control type is not one of a predetermined set of 
medium access control types registered with the interface (AA, page 2 lines 7-10). 

As to claim 9, AA teaches the method of claim 7, AA doesn't explicitly teach 
"receiving an XML (Extensible Markup language) document describing said format". 
However Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML document to 
represent network protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does 
teach receiving an XML (Extensible Markup language) document describing 
communication protocol format (page 3 [0043], page 4 [0064] - page 5 [0071]). 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement an XML document describing 
communication protocol in the response from data link provider to data link user 
because XML (Extensible Markup Language) is a language that is especially allow 
interpretation of data between applications. 

As to claim 10, AA teaches the method of claim 7, AA doesn't explicitly teach 
"sending the data link user a set of data describing said format". However Banerjee 
teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML document to represent network 
protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach sending a 
data link user a set of data describing communication protocol format (page 3 [0043], 
page 4 [0064] - page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by including sending a set of data describing 
communication protocol format in response from data link provider to data link user as 
Benerjee's teaching because it would allow the data link provider to notify the data link 
user communication protocol supported by the data link provider without modification of 
data link provider interface code. 

As to claim 1 1 , AA teaches the method of claim 7, AA doesn't explicitly teach " 
receiving access to a set of processor executable instructions for parsing said 
communication protocol". However Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of 
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generating an XML document to represent network protocol packet exchanges 
(Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach receiving access to a set of processor 
executable instructions for parsing said communication protocol (page 4 [0064] - page 
5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by including sending to the data link user a set of 
processor executable instructions for parsing communication protocol format as 
Banerjee's teaching because it would allow data link provider notify data link user 
communication protocol supported by the data link provider without modification of data 
link provider interface code. 

As to claim 12, AA teaches a computer readable storage medium storing 
instructions that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform a 
method of adapting to a communication protocol supported by a data link provider, the 
method comprising: at a data link user, through an interface defined between the data 
link user and a data link provider, requesting the data link provider to identify a medium 
access control type supported by the data link provider (AA, page 1 line 26-page 2 line 
4); 

AA does not explicitly teach receiving at the data link provider a request to 
identify a communication protocol supported by the data link provider and receiving a 
description of the format of the communication protocol from the data link provider. 
However, Desai teaches a system of a network connected station can communicate 
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with many different communication protocols without modification of data link provider 
interface (DLPI) code (Desai, see abstract). Desai does teach receiving at the data link 
provider a request to identify a communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider (Desai, column 1 lines 39-49). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement the teaching of a data link provider 
receiving a request to identify a communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider from a data link user since doing so would resolve protocol conflict between a 
data link user and a data link provider. 

AA in view of Desai teaches transmitting and receiving information between a 
data link user and a data link provider through a data link provider interface. AA in view 
of Desai doesn't explicitly teach receiving a description of the format of the 
communication protocol from the data link provider. However Banerjee teaches 
apparatus and method of generating an XML document to represent network protocol 
packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach receiving a description 
of the format of the communication protocol from the data link provider (Banerjee, page 
3 [0043], page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA in view of Desai by implement the teaching of send a 
description of the format of the communication protocol in AA in view of Desai's 
response from the data link provider to the data link user. One would be motivated to 
do so because it would allow the data link provider to notify data link user 
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communication protocol supported by the data link provider without modification of data 
link provider interface code. 

As to claim 1 3, AA teaches a method of adapting a data link user for a 
communication protocol supported by a data link provider, wherein the data link user 
and data link provider communicate via an interface, comprising: at the data link user, 
issuing a request to the data link provider to identify a medium access control type 
supported by the data link provider and at the data link provider, sending to the data link 
user a response comprising an indication that the medium access control type is 
unknown to the interface (AA, page 1 line 26-page 2 line 10); 

AA does not explicitly teach issuing a request to the data link provider to identify 
a communication protocol supported by the data link provider and sending to the data 
link user a response enabling the data link user to parse the communication protocol. 
However, Desai teaches a system of a network connected station can communicate 
with many different communication protocols without modification of Data Link Provider 
Interface (DLPI) code (Desai, see abstract). Desai does teach issuing a request to the 
data link provider to identify a communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider (Desai, column 1 lines 39-49). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement the teaching of issuing a request to 
identify a communication protocol supported by the data link provider since doing so 
would resolve protocol conflict between a data link user and a data link provider. 
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AA in view of Desai teaches transmitting and receiving information between a 
data link user and a data link provider through a data link provider interface. AA in view 
of Desai doesn't explicitly teach enabling the data link user to parse the communication 
protocol. However Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML 
document to represent network protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). 
Banerjee does teach enabling a data link user to parse a communication protocol 
(Banerjee, page 3 [0043], page 5 [0071]). 

It have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to modify AA in view of Desai by implement the teaching of enabling the data 
link user to parse a communication protocol in AA in view of Desai's response from a 
data link provider to data link user. One would be motivated to do so because it would 
allow the data link provider to notify the data link user communication protocol 
supported by the data link provider without modification of data link provider interface 
code. 

As to claim 14, AA teaches the method of claim 13, AA doesn't explicitly teach 
request and response comprise the data link provider interface primitive commands. 
However, Desai teaches a system of a network connected station can communicate 
with many different communication protocols without modification of Data Link Provider 
Interface (DLPI) code (Desai, see abstract). Desai does teach Data Link Provider 
Interface primitive commands (Desai, column 3 lines 27-29). 



I 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement primitive commands in communication 
between Data Link Provider Interface and Data Link User as Desai's teaching since 
doing so would resolve protocol conflict between a data link user and a data link 
provider. 

As to claim 15, AA teaches the method of claim 13, AA doesn't explicitly teach a 
response comprising an XML (Extensible Markup language) document describing a 
format of the communication protocol. However Banerjee teaches apparatus and 
method of generating an XML document to represent network protocol packet 
exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach a response comprising an 
XML (Extensible Markup language) document describing a format of the communication 
protocol (page 3 [0043], page 4 [0064] - page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement an XML document describing 
communication protocol in the response from the data link provider to the data link user 
because XML (Extensible Markup Language) is a language that is especially allow 
interpretation of data between applications. 

As to claim 16, AA teaches the method of claim 13, AA doesn't explicitly teach a 
response comprise a set of data describing a format of the communication protocol. 
However Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML document to 
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represent network protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does 
teach a response comprise a set of data describing a format of the communication 
protocol (page 3 [0043], page 4 [0064] - page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by including sending a set of data describing 
communication protocol format in response from the data link provider to the data link 
user as Benerjee's teaching because it would allow data link provider notify the data link 
user communication protocol supported by the data link provider without modification of 
data link provider interface code. 

As to claim 17, AA teaches the method of claim 13, AA doesn't explicitly teach a 
response comprises a set of processor executable instructions for parsing the 
communication protocol. However Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of 
generating an XML document to represent network protocol packet exchanges 
(Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach response comprises a set of processor 
executable instructions for parsing the communication protocol (page 4 [0064] - page 5 
[0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by including sending to the data link user set of 
processor executable instructions for parsing communication protocol as Banerjee's 
teaching because it would allow the data link provider notify the data link user 
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communication protocol supported by the data link provider without modification of data 
link provider interface code. 

As to claim 18, AA teaches the method of claim 13, AA doesn't explicitly teach a 
response comprises access to a set of processor executable instructions, on the data 
link provider, for parsing the communication protocol. However, Banerjee teaches 
apparatus and method of generating an XML document to represent network protocol 
packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach a response 
comprises access to a set of processor executable instructions, on the data link 
provider, for parsing the communication protocol (page 4 [0064] - page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by including a response that comprises access to a 
set of processor executable instructions, on the data link provider, for parsing the 
communication protocol as Banerjee's teaching because it would allow the data link 
provider notify the data link user communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider without modification of data link provider interface code. 

As to claim 19, AA teaches a computer readable storage medium storing 
instructions that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform a 
method of adapting a data link user for a communication protocol supported by a data 
link provider, wherein the data link user and data link provider communicate via an 
interface, the method comprising: at the data link user, issuing a request to the data link 
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provider to identify a medium access control type supported by the data link provider; at 
the data link provider, sending to the data link user a response comprising an indication 
that the medium access control type is unknown to the interface (AA, page 1 line 26- 
page 2 line 10); 

AA doesn't explicitly teach issuing a request to the data link provider to identify a 
communication protocol supported by the data link provider; and at the data link 
provider, sending to the data link user a response enabling the data link user to parse 
the communication protocol. However, Desai teaches a system of a network connected 
station can communicate with many different communication protocols without 
modification of Data Link Provider Interface (DLPI) code (Desai, see abstract). Desai 
does teach issuing a request to the data link provider to identify a communication 
protocol supported by the data link provider for the medium access control type (Desai, 
column 1 lines 39-49). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement the teaching of issuing a request to the 
data link provider to identify a communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider from a data link user since doing so would resolve protocol conflict between a 
data link user and the data link provider. 

AA in view of Desai teaches transmitting and receiving information between a 
data link user and a data link provider through a data link provider interface. AA in view 
of Desai doesn't explicitly teach enabling the data link user to parse the communication 
protocol. However Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML 
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document to represent network protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). 
Banerjee does teach enabling a data link user to parse a communication protocol 
(Banerjee, page 3 [0043], page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA in view of Desai by implement the teaching of parsing 
a communication protocol in AA in view of Desai's response from a data link provider to 
data link user. One would be motivated to do so because it would allow the data link 
provider notify the data link user communication protocol supported by the data link 
provider without modification of data link provider interface code. 

As to claim 20, AA teaches a system for adapting a data link user for a 
communication protocol supported by data link user, comprising: a data link provider 
configured to provide data link layer services; a data link user configured to access said 
data link services; and an extended implementation of DLPI (Data Link Provider 
Interface) (AA, page 1 line 26-page 2 line 10), in which: 

AA doesn't explicitly teach a request said data link provider identify a 
communication protocol supported by the data link provider and a response to said 
request, the data link provider offers the data link user information for parsing the 
communication protocol. However, Desai teaches a system of a network connected 
station can communicate with many different communication protocols without 
modification of Data Link Provider Interface (DLPI) code (Desai, see abstract). Desai 
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does teach a request to the data link provider to identify a communication protocol 
supported by the data link provider (Desai, column 1 lines 39-49). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement the teaching of issuing a request to 
identify a communication protocol supported by the data link provider since doing so 
would resolve protocol conflict between a data link user and a data link provider. 

AA in view of Desai teaches transmitting and receiving information between a 
data link user and a data link provider through a data link provider interface. AA in view 
of Desai doesn't explicitly teach that the data link provider offers the data link user 
information for parsing the communication protocol. However Banerjee teaches 
apparatus and method of generating an XML document to represent network protocol 
packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach that the data link 
provider offers to the data link user information for parsing the communication protocol 
(Banerjee, page 3 [0043], page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA in view of Desai by implement the teaching of offering 
information for parsing a communication protocol in AA in view of Desai's response from 
a data link provider to data link user. One would be motivated to do so because it would 
allow the data link provider to notify the data link user communication protocol 
supported by the data link provider without modification of data link provider interface 
code. 
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As to claim 21 , AA teaches the system of claim 20, wherein said data link 
provider comprises a device driver for a communication interface device (AA, page 1 , 
line 26 - page 2 line 5). 

As to claim 22, AA teaches the system of claim 20, wherein said data link user 
comprises a snoop utility (AA, page 1, line 26 - page 2 line 5). AA doesn't explicitly 
teach parsing a communication received by said Data Link Provider. However Banerjee 
teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML document to represent network 
protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach parsing a 
communication received by data link provider (Banerjee, page 3 [0043], page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement the teaching of parsing a 
communication in AA's snoop utility as Banerjee's teaching. One would be motivated to 
do so because it would allow the data link provider to notify the data link user 
communication protocol supported by the data link provider without modification of data 
link provider interface code. 

As to claim 23, AA teaches the system of claim 20, AA doesn't explicitly teach 
information offered by said the data link provider comprises an XML (Extensible Markup 
Language) document describing a format of the communication protocol. However 
Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of generating an XML document to represent 
network protocol packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach 
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information offered by the data link provider comprises an XML (Extensible Markup 
language) document describing communication protocol format (page 3 [0043], page 4 
[0064] -page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by implement an XML document describing 
communication protocol in the response from the data link provider to the data link user 
because XML (Extensible Markup Language) is a language that is especially allow 
interpretation of data between applications. 

As to claim 24, AA teaches the system of claim 20, AA doesn't explicitly teach 
information offered by said data link provider comprises a set of data describing a 
format of the communication protocol. However Banerjee teaches apparatus and 
method of generating an XML document to represent network protocol packet 
exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach information offered by said 
data link provider comprises a set of data describing a format of communication protocol 
(page 3 [0043], page 4 [0064] - page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by including sending a set of data describing 
communication protocol format in response from the data link provider to the data link 
user as Benerjee's teaching because it would allow the data link provider to notify data 
link user communication protocol supported by the data link provider without 
modification of data link provider interface code. 
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As to claim 25, AA teaches the system of claim 20, AA doesn't explicitly teach 
information offered by said data link provider comprises a set of processor executable 
instructions for parsing the communication protocol. However Banerjee teaches 
apparatus and method of generating an XML document to represent network protocol 
packet exchanges (Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach information offered by 
said data link provider comprises a set of processor executable instructions for parsing 
the communication protocol (page 4 [0064] - page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by including sending to the data link user a set of 
processor executable instructions for parsing the communication protocol from Data 
Link Provider as Banerjee's teaching because it would allow the data link provider to 
notify the data link user communication protocol supported by the data link provider 
without modification of data link provider interface code. 

As to claim 26, AA teaches the system of claim 20, AA doesn't explicitly teach 
information offered by said data link provider enables said data link user to access, on 
said data link provider, a set of processor executable instructions for parsing the 
communication protocol. However, Banerjee teaches apparatus and method of 
generating an XML document to represent network protocol packet exchanges 
(Banerjee, see abstract). Banerjee does teach information offered by said data link 
provider enables said data link user to access, on said data link provider, a set of 
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processor executable instructions for parsing the communication protocol (page 4 
[0064] -page 5 [0071]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify AA by including offering by the data link provider 
information that enables the data link user to access to a set of processor executable 
instructions, on the data link provider, for parsing the communication protocol as 
Banerjee's teaching because it would allow the data link provider notify the data link 
user communication protocol supported by the data link provider without modification of 
data link provider interface code. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

-Motoyama US Patent 5,818,603, discloses a method and system for controlling 
and communicating with machines using multiple communication formats. 

-Clark et al. US Publication 2001/0023449 discloses system and method for 
streams based network access control for a computer. 
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